
 

5 April 2017 

 

To Whom It May Concern 
 
Re:  Reference for Lynelle Long 
 
In my professional capacity I have known Lynelle Long for 4 years, through the adoption sector 
which both Lynelle and I are quite prominent. I have always been impressed with Lynelle’s 
motivation and passion for advocating and supporting intercountry adoptees, even more so by the 
fact she does this entirely on a volunteer basis.  
 
Lynelle has been a great supporter of ISS Australia and has been involved in a number of activities 
related to our organisation. Lynelle has always advocated strongly for the needs of intercountry 
adoptees, in September 2015 Lynelle wrote a support letter for ISS Australia’s proposal for funding 
an Intercountry Adoption Tracing and Reunification Service. I believe her letter was instrumental in 
our success of obtaining funding for this service.  
 
Lynelle also proposed an initiative to the Australian Federal Government to produce a longitudinal 
sequel publication regarding the journey of Australian intercountry adoptees, as she was a 
contributor of the original book titled The Colour of Difference. Subsequently, ISS Australia was 
successful in obtaining funding to produce this sequel publication, therefore it made perfect sense 
to sub-contract Lynelle to manage this project.  
 
Over the past 9 months Lynelle and I have worked closely on this project as we coordinated all the 
tasks associated with producing a book in less than 12 months, and Lynelle was heavily involved in 
nearly all aspects of this project. The book is due to be launched in June 2017 and I strongly 
believe we would not have completed this project without Lynelle’s tireless work. Lynelle’s 
dedication and organisational skills have been outstanding and I have never doubted her work 
ethic. 
 
Lynelle was also a key speaker at our Children and Families Across Borders Conference in April 
2016, she has provided educational training to the ISS Australia Intercountry Adoption Service on 
two occasions, including a Perspective Paper on Search and Reunion: Impacts and Outcomes, 
which was of direct relevance to our new team.  
 
Lynelle was also the guest speaker at our AGM in November 2016, and is currently  
a highly regarded member of our Intercountry Adoption Tracing and Reunification Service  
Advisory Group. 
 
I would have no hesitation in recommending Lynelle to an employer as I believe she has  
great attributes, such as being a hard worker, highly motivated and organised, as well as easy to 
work with. In fact, I actually offered her a role in ISS Australia’s Intercountry Adoption team (which 
she declined).  
 
 
Any further questions I would be happy to answer.   
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Damon Martin 
Manager, Intercountry Adoption Service 
International Social Service Australia 
 


